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February 14 , 1973
Mr . William A. Rusher
Publisher

THE NATIONAL REVIEW
150 East 35 Street
New York. flew York

100 16

Dear Mr. Rushe r :
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you as a member of t he
National News Council. I look forward to a close and producti ve association in what I believe will be a venture of gr eat pub lic signi f ic ance.
I~e

\

are in the process of inviting other candidates to participa t e in

the council's work . The compl et e ros t er of fourteen acceptances will be
sent to you as soon as we have them. In addit ion, I will be spending the
next several weeks interviewing candidates for the post of staff director
of the council, which will be l ocated in New York City. In t ur n, t he
executive director and I will select two or t hr ee profess ional s t o be on
the council staff as r esearchers and inves tiga t or s .
I l ook forward to seeing you on or about March 8, when a press conf er ence will be held to announce the launching of t he National News
Council and to r e lease the names of its members and its staff director .
The Twentieth Century Fund is p l anning a reception for council members
with r epresentatives of print and electronic news organizations. In
addition, we ar e considering similar mee tings in both the midwes t and
on the west coast. I hope tha t you will be able to join me in t hese
mee tings .
I foresee a busy agenda for t he council once it gets underway. As
you know, t he business of the council will pr obab l y t ake one or two days
of your time each mont h. But work may be especiall y heavy at the outset,
when I am counting on the council to es t ablish the ground rul es and the
priorities for our endeavor. The council i s an experi ment , and its success in asserting the pub lic in t er es t in t he conflict between t he governmen t and the pre ss depends, t o a l ar ge ex t ent , on those of us participating
in its deliberations.

I want to express once again my appreciation for your wi lli ngness to
serve on the council , and I am eager to work with you fu lfi lling its objectives.

Sincere l y yours ,

Roger J . Traynor
RJT/mb

